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	This paper aims to analyse the topic of surfaces d’assolement (SDA), which can be considered as the most productive agricultural lands. This thematic is apprehended with a territorial and strategic approach in order to analyse his relationship with spatial and urban planning disciplines. This qualitative research, enriched by semi-directive interviews, is structured in four mains sections. Firstly, a theoretical chapter around the concept of strategic spatial planning and theories about conception and evolution of public policies. Secondly, a critical analysis of the legal and institutional system that characterizes the articulation between SDA protection and urban development. Thirdly, four study cases (Genève, Vaud, Bâle-Ville, Fribourg) are examined in order to understand how these cantons can integrate these constraints in the elaboration of their spatial planning documents (Plan directeur cantonal). Finally, this paper tries to understand and test some possible evolutions in this complex and articulate institutional system.   
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