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The warming effect of emissions derived from anthropogenic activities have caused an increase in 
global temperatures that have led to geophysical impacts, such as droughts and floods. However, 
climate change as a global issue does not only represent material impacts on the planet’s systems, 
it also is a cultural phenomenon that can be interpreted based on socio-cultural and political 
contexts. In that sense, Bolivia is one of the most vulnerable countries to natural hazards, 
especially those of a hydrometeorological nature. Through a comprehensive characterization of 
the adaptation mechanisms and processes currently active in rural and urban areas in Bolivia, this 
study attempted to assess how they have performed to facilitate adaptation at the local level in 
the context of recent extreme events based on people’s perceptions, experiences and knowledge 
of climate change and water. The results revealed that most of civil society's observations and 
knowledge about climate change and water are in line with climate science projections for the 
region; however, some misperceptions were found as a main consequence of the lack of clear 
information that the local population receives about these issues. The findings also indicated that 
local organizations play an important role in building adaptive capacity because their programs 
have been adapted to the cultural, social and economic contexts (particularly in rural areas). 
Finally, the evidence revealed that, currently, there are more transformative adaptation processes 
in both rural and urban areas of this study, than persistent or passive processes. 
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